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Quotations by Isaac Newton

I know not what I appear to the world, but to myself I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore, and diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell, whilest the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before me.


Quoted in D Brewster, Memoirs of Newton
Truth is ever to be found in the simplicity, and not in the multiplicity and confusion of things.
Quoted in Des MacHale, Wisdom (London, 2002).
In the absence of any other proof, the thumb alone would convince me of God's existence.

Quoted in Des MacHale, Wisdom (London, 2002).

 Newton-Oweiss Law

In social sciences ‘every action has a reaction’ not necessarily opposite in direction and not necessarily equal in force

Preface
Sir Isaac Newton, 1643 – 1727, one of the great mathematicians in the history of mankind, introduced his famous law: every action has a reaction, opposite in direction and equal in force.  In spite of its simplicity, a wide variety of its applications in sciences had been introduced ever since. 

However in observing actions and reactions throughout history, I may reformulate the law to read:

In social sciences ‘every action has a reaction’ not necessarily opposite in direction and not necessarily equal in force
The range of reactions in social sciences may vary from almost no reaction except probably psychological to immeasurably large effects. By the same token, every action in the fields of social sciences may lead to a variety of reactions in a multiplicity of directions including of course an opposite one.
I may also maintain that reactions to past actions are never the same. I think it is a mistake to believe that history repeats itself. There could be some common features that may be somewhat repeated but never exactly the same. A tree amongst the incalculable number of trees throughout the world is never the same as any other even though there could be some partial and common features between one and another. 
Every phenomenon around us resembles that of the unlimited variations of trees. It applies to events in history and reactions to actions. Hence, we can never draw conclusions from past experience with certainty, nor can we ever find tailor-made recommendations for what seems to be similar events from the past.  
Numerous applications of the Newton-Oweiss law can be found throughout history. The action of the assassination in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914 of the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne Archduke Franz Ferdinand led to a sequence of vast arrays of reactions of WWI that started exactly one month after the assassination when Austria-Hungary declared the war against Serbia. With multiplicity of treaties, ethnicities and other factors, other countries were drawn to the war: Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Montenegro, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Portugal, Romania, Russia, San Marino, Siam, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America and Uruguay. The devastations of WWI not only affected this list of counties but had been extended to include peoples in many other countries and led to world-wide casualties of close to thirty seven million and half. . 
The plan of this book is to demonstrate the validity of the Newton-Oweiss law in the different disciplines of social sciences by focusing on a variety of case studies in each. 
