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I sat down late last night to write about the Middle East and North Africa Economic Conference scheduled to open on November 12, 1996. All of a sudden, an image of a boy appeared before me.

 
- My name is Helmy Shousha, the 10-year old boy who was kicked and beaten to death at the hands of a Jewish settler Nahum Korman close to the village of Hussan in the West Bank. My story was published world wide including your local newspaper The Washington Post on its first page on October 28, 1996…I have a message to the Economic Conference.


I interrupted him, “You said you are 10 years old. How come you have the knowledge about such conference? Such matter requires certain background not compatible with your age.

  
- My dear mentor…by being dead, I do not belong to the life you are living with its good and bad, happiness and misery, beginning and ending, limitations and boundaries… I belong to the infinity of death. You shouldn’t, therefore, be surprised by the knowledge I now have incompatible with the age of my childhood when I was alive.


He then continued,

· As an economist, I came before you with a message to be written and distributed among the participants of the Conference. 

I said, “You know in the infinity to which you belong that I shall not attend the Conference because I am one of the strong advocates of having it canceled or at least be postponed.”

-  You may send it to the media, I shall leave the choice for you, the message can be either published or visually presented.

He continued,

- You know very well how much Israel benefited from the peace process following the Oslo agreement but without actual peace. Its economic growth jumped to a high level of 7.1% in 1995 while unprecedented foreign investment poured into the country as financial institutions and businessmen responded positively to a stability emanating from the prospects of peace. Mr. Stanley Gold, the President of Shamrock Holdings and the Chairman of the Koor Industries in Israel, confirmed this fact as a leading international businessman when he was pointing out to the economic setbacks if the peace process if it is to be canceled. No wonder, Israel is pushing for a regional economic co-operation to achieve the highest possible economic gains. It was Israel that presented a well-studied document for regional projects in the first Middle East and North Africa Summit held in Casablanca on October 30, 1994. By the second Summit held in Amman a year later, many Arab countries even those far away from Israel such as the Sultanate of Oman and Qatar responded positively and started to take concrete steps to co-operate economically with Israel in several projects. For financing, it was agreed among other things to establish the Bank for Economic Co-operation and Development in the Middle East. In the meanwhile, Israel alone presented 218 projects at a cost of approximately twenty five billion dollars, far beyond the means and the capital of the said bank. It becomes evident that Israel will have the lion’s share in economic benefits.

I interrupted this well-informed boy, “But, this is all history…what is your message?”           


- I wish to appeal to those Arab businessmen, who were originally enthusiastic to form joint economic ventures with Israel, to cool it off for the time being in these difficult times. The new leadership of the extremist Netanyahu government canceled the peace process and refused to order the Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Palestinian territories the previous government had agreed upon. Since Arab-Israel economic co-operation is the by-product of the peace process and since the peace process is dead, how can we keep the branch if the stem is cut off?


I asked him, “Why don’t you address your message to President Mubarak, the head of the hosting State to the Conference, requesting that it is to be canceled or be postponed? 

- I was happy when President Mubarak threatened to cancel the conference. However, I understand the extent of pressures he has been exposed to by the Americans to hold the conference. If he cancels it, Israel will direct a massive campaign in the media claiming that the Arabs are waging an economic war against it. Hence, it can use such cancellation as the pretext for canceling out whatever remains from the ruins of the peace  process. Therefore, I understand the wisdom of still holding the conference so that Israel would not find an easy way out of the peace process.


I asked, “Why don’t you address the Arab businessmen and not their governments?”


- For what could happen to them by the Arab masses. I understand they could devote their money and entrepreneurial talents to Arab economic reform and growth. They can postpone for a while the involvement of any joint project with Israel, because if they do not, they will find themselves in one valley while the Arab masses are in another. Furthermore, the Arabs must play with the economic card in their political negotiations for peace. They should not give up such a valuable card unless a comprehensive peace is to be achieved.


He nodded his head down and stopped talking. I respected his unwillingness to talk about Arab governments. After a long pause while another image appearing next to him, he said,
- I wish to introduce my friend Sarah Cohen who came down through the crowds of the infinity 

She said, “Likewise, I was a happy playful ten years old. After I was dragged to a Nazi concentration camp, I was painfully tortured and beaten to death sixty years ago. I became aware of your story so I rushed to meet you.”
They stood before me, Helmy Shousha, the Palestinian boy who was beaten to death on October 27, 1996 by the Jewish settler Nahum Korman and the Jewish girl Sarah Cohen who was tortured until death by a Nazi soldier sixty years ago. I looked at Helmy and noticed an expression of pain on his face. I asked, “What is the reason for your pain?”

- I am dead. The dead feel no pain, but the memory of my torture at the hands of the Israeli settler still haunts me. I am not saying it for sympathy since tears and pity do not make history. What changes the course of history is the will of the surviving to fight with conviction for their inalienable rights of self determination no matter what  sacrifices they face. 


At this moment, Sarah while holding Helmy’s hands with absolute affection said, “Our Jewish memory of the trauma of fear, torture, pain and annihilation at the hands of the Nazis in Germany curses both Nahum Korman and the current leadership in Israel.”
 
I asked her, “What do you think of the current regime in Israel?” 


She responded immediately by saying, “It does not belong to democracy”


“Why” I asked

- Because in democracy the newly elected regime must honor all agreements of the previous one. Otherwise there is no continuity and thus no democracy. As you know Netanyahu and his gang are turning their back to the agreements already signed with the Palestinians. 

  
I asked her as I was amazed at her frankness, “What do you call then the current regime in Israel?” 

Once again, she answered quickly and without hesitation. 

- It is an oppressive, fascistic and apartheid regime.


I asked, “What do you both expect to happen in the future?”


At this moment, I saw Sarah, the Jewish child who was tortured to death at the hands of the Nazis some sixty years ago holding the hand of Helmy Shousha, the Palestinian child beaten to death a few days ago at the hands of the Jewish settler Nahum Korman. They leapt in the road of infinity, but Sarah turned her head before they disappeared in thick clouds and said,

- Blood…blood…blood, a war against defenseless Palestinians to kill some and frighten out the rest of the Palestinians so that they flee from the land the current leadership of Israel wants to acquire dreaming some day that it can establish Eretz Israel.

Helmy quickly added, 


-  That is why I came to convey my message to the Arabs attending the conference in Cairo, “With no compromise, With dignity and Pride, play with the economic card to advance a true and lasting peace in the Middle East.”      
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