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1.The Network 
APSA conference 
participation from 
2002 to 2013 

2.Communities: 
What are the 
communities, and 
how separated are 
they?  

3.Centrality: Who is 
central in our 
network? Why?
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Navel gazing: Who are we?	


Understanding the discipline: How does our national 
meeting work? What are the contours of the subfields? 	


Check on our methods: When we use these tools to 
look at ourselves, do we believe what we find? Should 
that change how we think about other applications?

MOTIVATION
CONFERENCE NETWORKS



APSA: Panel Data for 2002 to 2013	

•Every presentation — participants and panels	

•18,722 unique participants	

•10,229 unique panels	

•Drop poster sessions, short courses, working groups, 
business meetings and other non-academic events	


!

MPSA: Same for 2010 to 2013 
•Yet to be analyzed	

•Hold back for verification	

!

Thanks to Steven Smith and Richard Houston at APSA and Will Morgan and Rommel Acebedo at MPSA.
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CONFERENCE NETWORKS

APSA 2013
2013
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●● • SCHOLAR 
• PANEL 
!
INCLUDES ALL 
SCHOLARLY PANELS.  !
DOES NOT INCLUDE 
WORKING GROUPS, 
SHORT COURSES, OR 
BUSINESS MEETINGS
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CONFERENCE NETWORKS

APSA 2002-2013

• SCHOLAR 
• PANEL 
!
INCLUDES ALL 
SCHOLARLY PANELS.  !
DOES NOT INCLUDE 
WORKING GROUPS, 
SHORT COURSES, OR 
BUSINESS MEETINGS



CONFERENCE NETWORKS
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ONE-MODE 
PROJECTION OF 
BIPARTITE GRAPH !
INCLUDES ALL 
SCHOLARLY PANELS.  !
DOES NOT INCLUDE 
WORKING GROUPS, 
SHORT COURSES, OR 
BUSINESS MEETINGS



CONFERENCE NETWORKS
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• TOP 10 
• TOP 25 
• ALL OTHERS 
!
!
ONE-MODE PROJECTION OF 
BIPARTITE GRAPH !
USN&WR RANK OF HIGHEST 
RANKING INSTITUTION THE 
SCHOLAR WAS AFFILIATED WITH 
DURING THIS PERIOD.

INSTITUTIONAL 
AFFILIATION



CONFERENCE NETWORKS
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• NETWORKER 
!
ONE-MODE PROJECTION OF 
BIPARTITE GRAPH !!
OTHER NODES NOT DEPICTED. !
NETWORKERS ARE THOSE WHO HAVE 
EVER PRESENTED ON A NETWORKS 
SECTION (SECTION 50) PANEL

NETWORKERS



COMMUNITY	

DETECTION



COMMUNITY DETECTION

By Rank:	
 	
 0.059	

!

By Section:	
	
 0.210	

(BASED ON WHICH SECTION EACH 
SCHOLAR PRESENTS IN MOST FREQUENTLY.) 

!

By Field:	
	
 	
 0.274	

(BASED ON A RECODE OF SECTION)

MODULARITY

By Rank:	
 	
 0.059

By Section:	
	
 0.210

By Field:	
	
 	
 0.274



COMMUNITY DETECTION

Fastgreedy algorithm 
Maximizes modularity	

•50 communities	

•8 larger than 150 members.

COMMUNITY DETECTION
0

10
00

30
00

By Communities:  0.535

By Rank:	
 	
 0.059

By Section:	
	
 0.210

By Field:	
	
 	
 0.274



COMMUNITY DETECTION

COMMUNITIES

ONE-MODE PROJECTION OF  
BIPARTITE GRAPH !
COMMUNITIES AS DETECTED BY THE 
FASTGREEDY ALGORITHM, WHICH 
MAXIMIZES MODULARITY.
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NUMBER OF SCHOLARS WHOSE MOST COMMON SECTION IS… 
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Comparative
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Comparative II
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International Relations
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American Institutions and Behavior
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Law, Courts and Policy
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Social Movements
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COMMUNITIES
• THEORY 

• COMPARATIVE 

• COMPARATIVE II 

• INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 

• AMERICAN 
INSTITUTIONS AND 
BEHAVIOR 

• AMERICAN / LAW 
AND COURTS 

• SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

• TEACHING 

!
ONE-MODE PROJECTION OF  
BIPARTITE GRAPH !
COMMUNITIES AS DETECTED BY THE 
FASTGREEDY ALGORITHM, WHICH 
MAXIMIZES MODULARITY. SEE 
PREVIOUS SLIDES.
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AND WHAT ABOUT YOU?


