
Recommended 
Background  

Newell & Simon, “Computer Science as Empirical Inquiry” 
Fodor, “Methodological Solipsism” 
Ryle, “Descartes’s Myth” and “Knowing how and knowing that” 

Introduction Jan 18 
Haugeland & Dennett, “Intentionality” 
Haugeland, “Representational Genera”  
Haugeland, “The intentionality all-stars” 

Dennett Jan 25 
“Why the Law of Effect won’t go away” 
“Three kinds of intentional psychology” 
“True believers: The intentional strategy and why it works” 

2-3 page expository paper  
Due Feb 1 

Early Haugeland Feb 1 “Heidegger on being a person”  
The world is 
meaningful 

Feb 8 
Haugeland, “Mind embodied and embedded” 
Dennett, “Things about things” 

2-3 page expository paper 
Due Feb 15 

Dennett on 
Intentionality 

Feb 15 “Beyond belief”  
“Making tools for thinking” 

Real  
Patterns Feb 22 

Dennett, “Real patterns” 
Haugeland, “Pattern and Being” 
Dennett, “Review of John Haugeland, Having Thought” 

Haugeland on 
Intentionality Feb 29 

 “Authentic intentionality” 
“Understanding: Dennett and Searle” 

3-5 page paper (Write 2 of 3) 
Due March 14 

Biology 
and 

Sociality 

March 14 Millikan, “Biosemantics” and “Pushmi-pullyu representations” 

March 21 
Brandom, “Asserting” and “Reference explained away”  
Optional: “Inference, Expression, and Induction” 

March 28 
Haugeland, “Truth and Rule Following” 
Optional: Haugeland, “Letting Be” 

April 4 
Rouse, “Haugeland on biological and social conceptions of intentionality” 
Kukla, “How to get an interpretivist committed” 
Optional: Kukla, “Myth, memory, and misrecognition” 

April 11 
Dennett, “Could there be a Darwinian Account of Human Creativity?”  
Dennett, “The Evolution of Why?” 
Dennett, “Darwin’s strange inversion of reasoning” 

3-5 page paper (Write 2 of 3)  
Due April 18  

Personhood and  
Free will 

April 18 
Dennett, “The self as responding and responsible artifact” or something else 
Lance & White, “Stereoscopic vision” 
Background: Strawson, “Freedom and resentment” 

3-5 page paper (Write 2 of 3) 
Due April 25 

Looking 
Below 

April 25 
Dennett, “Two Contrasts: Folk Craft versus Folk Science and Belief versus Opinion  
Huebner, “Minimal minds” (maybe…) 
Optional: Akins, “Of sensory systems and the ‘aboutness’ of mental states” 

2-3 page response to another person’s paper  
Due May 2 

Dennett  May 2 Dan Dennett’s visit 
Conference-length paper (3000 words), revising and expanding upon one of the above papers 

Due end of term 
 
 


